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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 October 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) 1,2,7-13,18-20 and 22 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application has been examined. 

2. The amendment filed 10/22/08 has been entered. Accordingly, claim 23 has 
been cancelled. 

3. In view of the newly found art, the claims are deemed unallowable, but this action 
is non-final. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-2, 7-13, 19-20, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Furem et al (2008/0201108) and Marsh et al (2006/0026149). 

6. Regarding claim 1 , Furem et al show a method for obtaining data stored in a non- 
volatile memory and data stored in volatile memory in a facility monitoring system, 
comprising: sending a first data request message from a client computer to a database 
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computer server requesting data, the first data request message having start and end 
date and times (abstract, Figures 1,2, para 8, 9, 87, 198, 213); 

retrieving a first data set stored in the non-volatile memory utilizing the database 
computer server, the start and end dates and times, wherein the first data set includes 
data collected from at least one sensor over a first predetermined time interval (para 7, 
8, 82, 85, 135, 143, 168, 169, 180); 

sending a second data request message from the database computer server to a data 
acquisition computer server if a portion of the data requested by the first data request 
message has the end date and time after the first predetermined time interval (para 143, 
148, 168, 177, 180; 198); 

retrieving a second data set stored in the volatile memory utilizing the data acquisition 
computer server, the start and end dates and times, wherein the second data set 
comprises data collected from the at least one sensor over a second time interval after 
the first time interval (para 135, 143, 168, 198, 213); 

sending a first data return message from the data acquisition computer server to the 
database computer server, the first data return message having the second data set 
(para 165,172, 177, 182); 

sending a second data return message from the database computer server to the client 
computer, the second data return message having the second data set (70, 112, 170, 
173, 177, 180, 193, 194) and storing at least a portion of the first data set and the second 
data set in a first memory, utilizing the client computer (para 174, 176, 177). 
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Furem et al do not go into the specific details of the request message having the 
list of segment identifiers such that the data is retrieved utilizing the database and 
server based on the list of segment identifiers, but do mention the efficient transmission 
and retrieval of data with the database and server as well as the start and end times 
and dates. Furthermore, Marsh et al do show a data acquisition system in which the 
request message having the list of segment identifiers such that the data is retrieved 
utilizing the database and server based on the list of segment identifiers and start and 
end date and times, for efficient transmission and retrieval of data with the database 
and server (Figures 3, 8, para 36, 46). It would have been obvious to have this in 
Furem et al, because it would allow efficient transmission and retrieval of data with the 
database and server in a data acquisition system. 

7. Regarding claim 2, the first data set corresponds to values obtained from a 
plurality of sensor signals measuring operating parameters associated with a plurality of 
devices in a plant or processing facility (Furem et al para 167-170, Figure 1). 

8. Regarding claim 7, the non-volatile memory comprises a hard drive and the 
volatile memory comprises random-access memory (Furem et al para 101, 174-177). 

9. Regarding claim 8, note generating a graphical plot of at least a portion of the 
first data set and the second data set on a computer monitor, utilizing the client 
computer (Furem et al Figures 6,8,11,13, para 1 95, 1 97), 
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10. Regarding claim 9, note generating a data report based on at least a portion of 
the first data set and the second data set, utilizing the client computer (Furem et al 
Figures 5A-C, para 193). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 0, note exporting at least a portion of the first data set and the 
second data set to a first software application, utilizing the client computer (Furem et al 
para 197-200). 

12. Claims 11-13,1 8-20, and 22 show the same features as claims 1,1,2,7,8,1, 
and 1 respectively, and are rejected for the same reasons as those claims are 
respectively. 

1 3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven P. Sax whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4072. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 AM - 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Steven P Sax/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



